
Sun Tzu Quotes

1.
Chapter 2 - Waging War; Lesson 6 and 7
There is no instance of a country having benefited from prolonged warfare.

And 7
It is only one who is thoroughly acquainted with the evils of war that can thoroughly
understand the profitable way of carrying it on.

2.
Chapter 3 - Attacking Stratagem; Lesson 1 and 2
In the practical art of war, the best thing of all is to take the enemy’s country whole and
intact; to shatter and destroy it is not so good. So, too, it is better to recapture an army
entire than to destroy it, to capture a regiment, a detachment or a company entire than to
destroy them. 2. Hence to fight and conquer in all your battles is not supreme excellence;
supreme excellence consists in breaking the enemy’s resistance without fighting.

3.
Chapter 13 - The Use Of Spies; Lessons 6-14
6. Knowledge of the enemy's dispositions can only be obtained from other men.

7. Hence the use of spies, of whom there are five classes: (1) Local spies; (2) inward
spies; (3) converted spies; (4) doomed spies; (5) surviving spies.

8. When these five kinds of spy are all at work, none can discover the secret system. This
is called "divine manipulation of the threads." It is the sovereign's most precious faculty.

9. Having local spies means employing the services of the inhabitants of a district.

10. Having inward spies, making use of officials of the enemy.

11. Having converted spies, getting hold of the enemy's spies and using them for our
own purposes.

12. Having doomed spies, doing certain things openly for purposes of deception, and
allowing our spies to know of them and report them to the enemy.

13. Surviving spies, finally, are those who bring back news from the enemy's camp.

14. Hence it is that which none in the whole army are more intimate relations to be
maintained than with spies. None should be more liberally rewarded. In no other
business should greater secrecy be preserved.



1.
I. Laying Plans

18. All warfare is based on deception.

2.
IV. Tactical Dispositions

7. The general who is skilled in defense hides in the most secret recesses of the earth; he
who is skilled in attack flashes forth from the topmost heights of heaven. Thus on the
one hand we have ability to protect ourselves; on the other, a victory that is complete.

8. To see victory only when it is within the ken of the common herd is not the acme of
excellence.

9. Neither is it the acme of excellence if you fight and conquer and the whole Empire
says, "Well done!"

10. To lift an autumn hair is no sign of great strength; to see the sun and moon is no sign
of sharp sight; to hear the noise of thunder is no sign of a quick ear.

3.
11. What the ancients called a clever fighter is one who not only wins, but excels in
winning with ease.

12. Hence his victories bring him neither reputation for wisdom nor credit for courage.

13. He wins his battles by making no mistakes. Making no mistakes is what establishes
the certainty of victory, for it means conquering an enemy that is already defeated.

14. Hence the skillful fighter puts himself into a position which makes defeat impossible,
and does not miss the moment for defeating the enemy.

15. Thus it is that in war the victorious strategist only seeks battle after the victory has
been won, whereas he who is destined to defeat first fights and afterwards looks for
victory.

4.
VI. Weak Points and Strong

2. Therefore the clever combatant imposes his will on the enemy, but does not allow the
enemy's will to be imposed on him.



10. You may advance and be absolutely irresistible, if you make for the enemy's weak
points; you may retire and be safe from pursuit if your movements are more rapid than
those of the enemy.

28. Do not repeat the tactics which have gained you one victory, but let your methods be
regulated by the infinite variety of circumstances.

29. Military tactics are like unto water; for water in its natural course runs away from high
places and hastens downwards.

30. So in war, the way is to avoid what is strong and to strike at what is weak.

31. Water shapes its course according to the nature of the ground over which it flows;
the soldier works out his victory in relation to the foe whom he is facing.

32. Therefore, just as water retains no constant shape, so in warfare there are no
constant conditions.

33. He who can modify his tactics in relation to his opponent and thereby succeed in
winning, may be called a heaven-born captain.

34. The five elements (water, fire, wood, metal, earth) are not always equally predominant;
the four seasons make way for each other in turn. There are short days and long; the
moon has its periods of waning and waxing.

5.
VII. Maneuvering

23. The Book of Army Management says: On the field of battle, the spoken word does not
carry far enough: hence the institution of gongs and drums. Nor can ordinary objects be
seen clearly enough: hence the institution of banners and flags.

24. Gongs and drums, banners and flags, are means whereby the ears and eyes of the
host may be focused on one particular point.

25. The host thus forming a single united body, is it impossible either for the brave to
advance alone, or for the cowardly to retreat alone. This is the art of handling large
masses of men.

26. In night-fighting, then, make much use of signal-fires and drums, and in fighting by
day, of flags and banners, as a means of influencing the ears and eyes of your army.



6.
XI. The Nine Situations

23. Throw your soldiers into positions whence there is no escape, and they will prefer
death to flight. If they will face death, there is nothing they may not achieve. Officers and
men alike will put forth their uttermost strength.


